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TORONTO TRANSIT COMMISSION
REPORT NO.
MEETING DATE:

December 17, 2008

SUBJECT:

STATUS REPORT
ARTS ON TRACK
UNIVERSITY SUBWAY RENAISSANCE PROGRAM

INFORMATION ITEM

RECOMMENDATION
It is recommended that the Commission receive this report for information.
FUNDING
No impact on approved funding.
BACKGROUND
The “Arts on Track” project was conceived by the Toronto Community Foundation (TCF) in
response to the Mayor’s 2003 “Clean and Beautiful City” initiative. TCF explored the “Arts
on Track” concept bringing together a diverse group of donors, stakeholders and community
leaders to create a “Public Philanthropic Partnership” with TTC.
At its meeting of November 28, 2005, the Commission received TCF’s concept for
implementation of their “Arts on Track” initiative at Museum, Osgoode and St. Patrick
stations on the University line. Subsequent meetings between TTC and TCF resulted in a
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) being executed on July 4, 2006 outlining the cost
sharing arrangement for the Museum station between TTC (25%) and TCF (75%).
DISCUSSION
Museum Station
At its meeting on June 21, 2006, the Commission approved of the Museum station design
concept in principle. It was also approved that the detailed design assignment be awarded
to Diamond + Schmitt Architects Inc. on the basis that they worked with TCF on the
concept development.
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Throughout the detailed design phase, TTC managed the design development process in
close cooperation with TCF to jointly develop a design that was appealing, reflected TCF’s
concept vision and met TTC’s various requirements.
The design concept was based on a repeating group of five columns designs inspired by
exhibits from the ROM, including Wuikinuxv First Nation House Post from Canada, the
Osiris Pilaster from Ancient Egypt, the Toltec Warrior from Mexico’s Toltec Culture,
Columns from the Chinese Forbidden City, and Doric Columns from Ancient Greece (further
detail of the design derivation is included in Appendix 1 attached). Replication was
achieved by working with the curators at the museum and the final forms were cast using
a glass reinforced cement with integral colouration. The final product was sealed with an
anti-graffiti finish.
The design also included large graphics of the station name on the trainway walls using the
outline of the TTC font, with hieroglyphic infill that was carefully selected with the curator
of the Egyptian exhibits.
An initial tender resulted in higher than anticipated costs. The design was subsequently
modified and re-tendered. Construction started on July 3, 2007 and was essentially
completed by April 2008. The total cost is within the overall project budget of $5M.
A public unveiling ceremony was held on April 8, 2008 with dignitaries from the Provincial
Government, City of Toronto, TCF and TTC in attendance (see Appendix 1 attached). The
unveiling of the Museum station was well received by the public with high expectations for
the next projects on the line at St. Patrick and Osgoode stations.
Appendix 2 (attached) reflects before and after photos of the enhanced platform.
St. Patrick Station
TCF have expressed their preference to undertake St. Patrick station as the next “Arts on
Track” station enhancement project with the general theme for the station being tied to the
Art Gallery of Ontario.
TTC staff is currently working with TCF to develop artist and designer RFP’s with a MOU to
follow. The MOU is anticipated to be similar to that prepared for the Museum station and
will include: design guidelines; funding provisions including cost sharing arrangements;
implementation methodology; and publicity and communication guidelines. Funds have been
allocated in the Capital Program to undertake the finishes enhancement work at St. Patrick
station for a budget similar to Museum station. Design is tentatively scheduled to take place
in early 2009 with construction commencing in 2010.
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Osgoode Station
Osgoode station is planned for “Arts on Track” finish enhancements after St. Patrick station.
The anticipated cultural theme for this station will be linked to the Four Seasons Centre for
the Performing Arts (Opera House). It is anticipated that the design for this station will take
place in 2010 with construction taking place in 2011.
JUSTIFICATION
This report summarizes the current and future planned activities for the “Arts on Track”
project.

-----------December 3, 2008
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Attachment – Appendix 1 –TCF Announcement of Museum station opening
and Information on column designs
Appendix 2 – Before and after photos of Museum station
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